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Perspective and Internal Determinants on
the Participation of Bahraini Women in the

Parliamentary Elections (2002-2018)

Bashar A. Altarawneh

Abstract

Objective: This study sought to identify the impact of political reform
from the legislative perspective on the participation of Bahraini women
in the parliamentary elections (2002-2018). Methods: The study
used the descriptive analytical approach to describe political reform
from the legislative perspective in Bahrain and the right of Bahraini
women to participate in the parliamentary elections, and then analyze
their participation based on the results obtained in addition to the
comparative approach which was used to examine the participation
of Bahraini women in the parliamentary elections and to compare
the results of their participation and representation in the elections
that took place. Results: Firstly, the political reform at the onset of
political life in Bahrain did not give much importance to the right of
women to political participation, especially their participation in the
parliamentary elections (the National Council). Second: The political
reform that came during the reign of King Hamad had a positive role
during the issuance of new legislations in Bahraini political life; This
had a positive impact on the presence of Bahraini women in political
life.

Keywords: Political (Legislative) Reform, Internal Determinants,
Parliamentary Elections, Bahraini Women.
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