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Abstract

Objective: The current study examines the relationships between
Active Open-minded Thinking (AOT) and Cognitive Epistemological
Beliefs (CEB) of Saudi university students in view of the Kingdom’s
vision of 2030. In addition, the study explores the differences between
students according to their academic levels, specializations, and
types in both AOT and CEB. Method: The study sample comprised
606 students from Saudi universities with different specializations,
303 of whom were academically distinguished. The study used the
AOT and the CEB scales. The data was analyzed using (SPSS, v23)
program, using exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis, analysis
of variance, “T-test”, Pearson’s correlation coefficient and multiple
regression coefficient. Results: the study results observed a difference
among students in AOT dimensions according to academic level,
specializations, and gender. Moreover, Significant correlation was
reported between CEB dimensions and AOT, which contributed to the
prediction of CEB through the dimensions of AOT. Conclusion: The
current study highlighted a central role for AOT in building positive
CEB among Saudi university students, which contributes to the
achievement of the kingdom’s vision of 2030..

Keywords: Active Open-minded Thinking (AOT), Epistemological
Belief (ECB), Higher Achiever, Saudi Universities
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