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Religious Discourse and its Opposition
to Armed Groups’ Violence in Egyptian Society:
A Sociological Analysis

Doaa Said Yassin

Abstract

Objective: The study seeks to identify the role of official religious
discourse in countering the violence of armed groups in Egyptian
society. It aims to uncover the context surrounding this discourse and
the factors that contributed to shaping it, in addition to deconstructing
the religious discourse to understand its language, means of
dissemination, and stated objectives. The study also surveys the main
themes it emphasized when responding to the ideological claims of
armed groups, which are used to justify targeting security forces and
killing civilians. Furthermore, it highlights the key methods employed
by official religious discourse to influence its audience—particularly
young people and others—to prevent them from joining armed groups.
Methodology: The study relied on the method of critical discourse
analysis, as well as on Habermas' theoretical views on the religion
of the public and post-secular societies. Results: the study reached
the following conclusions: 1. Al-Azhar has been keen on establishing
a special observatory to combat extremism, refute the armed
groups' suspicions, and disseminate Al-Azhar's discourse in several
languages; 2. The religious discourse has consistently emphasized
its condemnation of all acts of violence and killing—whether against
civilians or security personnel-—carried out by armed groups; 3. The
religious discourse employed various methods to influence its audience,
such as self-description and other-description, supportive appeals, Sufi
supplications, the presentation of facts, and other techniques.

Keywords: Religious Discourse, Armed Groups, Al-Azhar.
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