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Abstract

Objective: The current study seeks to know the representations of Algerian
university The current study seeks to examine the representations of Algerian
university students of homosexuality, which has been growing and spreading
recently in light of sexual liberation, as it is a phenomenon with cultural
and symbolic dimensions whose orientation differs in attitudes and social
representations, as well as to explore whether there is a difference from the
students perspective regarding their social representations of homosexuality
in light of sexual liberation that may be attributed to the factors of sex,
age and geographical location to which they belong. Methods: The study
sample comprised 60 students from different disciplines, who were selected
by a simple random sampling method, and by using a questionnaire as
the main tool for data collection, which included three axes: The first
axis included general information, the second was related to the students’
perspective of homosexuality in light of sexual liberation, while the third
was concerned with the causes and dimensions of social representations
of the phenomenon. The study followed a descriptive analytical approach.
Results: It was concluded that the Algerian society rejects homosexuality
as it contradicts the role defined by the collective, religious, and social
conscience, and the culture of the milieu to which the individual belongs by
stigmatizing its practitioners, despite the sexual liberation and the impact it
has on the value and cultural fabric of society. There was also a difference in
the social representations of university students of homosexuality in terms
of gender, age, and geographical location. Conclusion: Algerian society has
a negative and stigmatizing view of homosexuals despite the openness and
sexual liberation that society has witnessed in recent years. Therefore, we
think it is necessary to include sex education in schools as it is as important
as any other aspect of education, and to ensure the inculcation of sexual
education in school and family milieu in particular.

Key words: Social representations, Homosexuality, Sexual liberation,
Masculinity, Algerian society.
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