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The Effectiveness of the ABLLS-R Language
and Learning Assessment Program in Improving
Communication and Social Reciprocity Skills for

Persons with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Atef Bahrawi

Abstract

Objective: The study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of a
program called The Assessment of Basic Language and Learning
Skills — Revised (ABLLS-R) in improving communication and
social reciprocity skills for students with autism spectrum disorder.
Methods: A semi-experimental approach was employed, where the
sample consisted of (45) students. Individuals with autism spectrum
disorder were randomly distributed into two groups: an experimental
group comprising (23 students) and a control group comprising (22
students). Three scales derived from the ABLLS-R List were prepared
to assess communication and social reciprocity skills, after verifying
their validity and reliability. Results: The study results showed that
there were statistically significant differences between the means of
pre-test and post-test for the experimental group in communication
and social reciprocity skills. There were also statistically significant
differences between the responses of the research sample in group
communication skills (following instructions within a group) for
the chronological age variable. The same statistically significant
differences were found in social reciprocity skills (interaction and
social communication, following instructions within a group) for the
variable of whether verbal communication exists or not. Moreover,
the effect size of the intervention was small to medium. Conclusion:
Attention should be paid to assess learning and language in areas such
as academic skills and students' visual perception.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Assessment of Basic Language
and Learning Skills, (ABLLS-R), Communication Skills, Social
Reciprocity.
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