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Societal Determinants of Early Divorce in Saudi
Society: A Field Study among a Sample
of Families in Riyadh City
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Abstract

Objective: This study examined the societal determinants of early
divorce in the Saudi society, with the aim of identifying the most
important characteristics of families in which this pattern of divorce
occurred, as well as determining the reasons for its occurrence, and
the most important aspects associated with it. Methodology: The
study relied on the sample social survey method which was applied
to a sample of (345 individuals), and the case study method which
was applied to a sample of (20 cases), and the research relied on
the questionnaire and interview tool, in addition to the opinion poll
guide. Results: The results of the field study revealed that parental
interference in marital matters, familial inequality, and failure to take
responsibility are among the most important social reasons underlying
the occurrence of early divorce. It was also found that disparities in
economic status between families, disputes on the wife's salary and
household expenses, and the burden of debts and loans are among the
most significant economic causes of early divorce. In addition, the
results indicated that the lack of adaptation of one spouse to the other,
the selfishness of one spouse, and the lack of consensus are among
the most significant subjective causes of early divorce. Conclusion:
the survey produced a set of social, economic, and personal
recommendations to address the problem of early divorce.

Keywords: Early Divorce, Saudi Society, Family problems, Saudi
Family.
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