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Maritime Border Disputes between Kuwait and
Iran: The Crisis of the Continental Shelf
and the Dorra Field

Isteqlal Dlayel M. Alazmi

Abstract

Objective: This study aims to look into the disputes demarcating the
maritime borders and the continental shelf between Kuwait and Iran,
analyze the reasons, motives, and positions of the two parties regarding
the Dorra gas field, and discuss the legal aspects of the issue in light of
the 1982 Law of the Sea and the 1958 Agreement regarding maritime
border disputes and means of their resoluteness, the future of Maritime
Border Settlement, and the appropriate solutions to manage the crisis.
Methods: the historical method was adopted to examine the history of
border disputes in the Gulf region, especially the roots of the border
dispute between Kuwait and Iran, as well as the legal method for
analyzing the agreement texts of the Laws of the Sea. Results: Iran is
exploiting the issue of border demarcation and the Dorra field, as a tool
for exerting pressure on Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to achieve political
and economic gains and deprive the two countries of the benefits of
gas and oil resources considering regional competition for natural gas.
Recommendations: Kuwait and Saudi Arabia should adopt a different
strategy represented by taking proactive measures and exerting new
means of pressure that would obligate Iran to demarcate the continental
shelf borders, through international mediation or arbitration, as well as
start implementing the Dorra oil field development project soon.

Keywords: Maritime Boundaries, Dorra Field, Kuwait, Iran, Continental
Shelf.
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