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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to measure and explain the role of the US
Senate in the Middle East region, specifically towards (GCC states-
Iran- Iraq and the Arab-Israeli conflict) during the period (2017-2022).
Methods: The Quantitative Content Analysis method was used to test
the hypotheses as well as to answer research questions, by analyzing
the primary data that had been collected from the US Congressional
Record to explain the senators’ behavior, especially in the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS
statistical software. Results: This study concluded that the senators
have very limited role regarding foreign policy and their influence on
some policies emerges from the rational thinking aimed at maximizing
their profits as well as serving their constituents. Conclusion: In some
cases, the moves taken by the US Senate to prove its positions on certain
issues primarily serve the interests of the constituents. This confirms
the fact that the voters and domestic issues play a fundamental role in
shaping the path of foreign policy for U.S. legislators.

Keywords: US Senate, US foreign policy, Middle East, GCC, Arab
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