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A Spatial Analytical Approach to Social Patterns
as a Guide for Reconstruction Plans
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Shaden Sharaf Eddin

Abstract

Objective: The problem-solving process has been the focus of re-
documenting the invisible social, cultural and ideological phenomena,
through official maps, especially those phenomena related to the
variables of war and reconstruction in Syria including replacement
and ownership in cities, collective memory, identity, belonging and the
challenges of return, that resulted from three social systems: ownership,
collective memory, work, and represented spatially through the maps of
(social pattern). Methods: the study adopted the inductive approach and
used the tools of questionnaires and interviews, and the official reports
after the return in 2019 in addition to interviews with urban planning
and real estate experts; the study sample comprised 140 persons,
including 85 males and 55 females, and the frequency factor had been
taken according to the SPSS program. The case study was the Eastern
Ghouta region in the greater urban area of the capital Damascus, which
experienced a radical urban transformation in its uses, the most severe of
which was during the Syrian war because of migration or displacement.
Results: The results showed a significant control of heterogeneity
in the morphological structure, which confirms the diversity of the
targeted social groups in reconstruction plans. Also, for property, there
is inequality or social vulnerability according to the town size and the
control of social, religious or legal institutions, in a way that necessitates
the transformation to a polycentric model with vital secondary centers
in the periphery that contribute to achieving a vibrant social economy
and strengthening the anthropological historical link and family ties
and twin poles that emerged during the war. Conclusion: It is essential
to consider the social cultural dimension in the official plans for
reconstruction, as a strategy of resistance for excluded reconstruction
that aimed to achieving short-term economic benefit, according to a
changing and unstable social base after the war.

Keywords: Social Pattern, Ownership, Collective Memory, Morphology,
Homogeneous.
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