CogSI Anal — alad piid! pulons (42 juad — AaSms Aole Zoliad

ol i il | (el | piaiid| g

ol s

b | (el G| o0

\»“m'”g\b://
P of THESOC,

S
o§
$

4 (X
s,
<,
)
W
===
Incg 19"

dxol
/RPN 4

Q,&M‘).ﬁﬂ‘

Gygdll dzoly

KUWAIT UNIVERSITY

S EEF




Published by the Academic Publication Council of Kuwait University. All rights reserved.

Doi: 10.34120/jss.v52is1.3621

2021 yistcs 150 jusl

The Impact of Democracy on Economic
Development in Africa

Walied Kassem

Abstract

Objective: This study aims at analyzing the impact of democracy
on economic development and comparing that impact with non-
democratic regimes. The study seeks to analyze this impact on
theoretical and applied levels. Methods: the study was based on a
method that integrates case study with paired comparison, where
Botswana and Mauritius were studied in depth in order to track the
impact of democracy on economic development; in addition, the study
compared the levels of economic development in those cases before
and after democratization. Regarding paired comparison, the study was
based on the most similar systems design, where the levels of economic
development were compared between Botswana and Zambia on one
hand, and Mauritius and Madagascar on the other. Results: On the
theoretical level, the study concluded that there was a positive impact
of democracy on economic growth and human development, while
democratic and nondemocratic regimes had equal impacts on income
distribution. On the applied level, the study concluded that there was
a positive impact of democracy on economic growth and human
development in Botswana and Mauritius, and that democracy had no
impact on income distribution in Botswana, while this impact was
positive in Mauritius. Conclusion: Democracy has a positive impact
on economic development.

Keywords: Democracy, Economic Development, Africa, Botswana,
Mauritius.
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