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Sociology of Cultural Hierarchy:
On Inequality in Accessing Culture

Naoual Fahmi

Abstract

Objective: This work falls within the framework of the sociology of
culture, and it aims to analyze the phenomenon of cultural hierarchy,
especially with regard to inequality in accessing culture and cultural
practices, by identifying the most important causes responsible for
these inequalities and hierarchies. Following the sociological literature,
it is noticeable that the purely class approach defended by Bourdieu
and Passeron, which traced back the phenomenon mainly to class
affiliation and to the social origins of the individual, has recently opened
up to new paradigms whose interpretations relate to the variables of
domain (environment), gender, and the digital divide. Methods: The
research adopted a sociological approach that does not limit itself to
the manifestations of hierarchy in the cultural field, but rather places
the phenomenon within its social, economic and political contexts, and
makes comparisons between different cultural experiences, including
the experiences of some Arab countries. Results: The inequality in the
practice of cultural activity amounts to social injustice premised on
social status, regional disparities, gender and digital divide. Conclusion:
The work on the cultural hierarchy not only carries a re-consideration of
culture, but it also constitutes a basic entry point for thinking about the
management of the field and for dealing with development questions.
Any development attempt that doesn’t ensure the right to cultural action
remains incomplete.

Keywords: Cultural practices, social justice, gender, digital divide,
development.
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