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Influence of the Candidates’ Programs over
Parliamentary Election Results: The Case of
Jordan

Ahmad Nofal

This is a research study on the relationship batween
the items suggested in the candidates’ election programs
and the eiection results. It is based on an analysis of the
election programs of 100 candidates at the subsidiary par-
liament elections in Jordan. The program items were di-
vided into economic, internal and external policies, and
social policies. The most important issue, common to ali
programs, was the demand for the development of the
relationship with the Palestine Liberation Organization, and
for its support. Nevertheless, most of the successful candi-
dates did not mention this issue, but concentrated on other
points specific to their respective programs. They generaily
excluded the subjects which were dealt with in the majority
of the election campaigns.

The author concludés that there is no relationship be-
tween the items mentioned in the candidates’ programs and
the results of the elections. It appears that other factors,
such as religion, tribe, pcwer and status have a greater
influence over the election results than the candidates’
programs.
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