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«Evans- Pritchard told me that he got his insights on segementation from Smith and also in-
dicated that he read Smith either befor or while at Cairo... So that would suggest that the no-
tion was in his head before fieldwork.. He certainly had a complete and well-used of Smith,
some of which | now have». Eickiman, D. F., The Middle East: An Anthropological Approach,
N. J.: Prentice- Hall, Inc., Engelwood Cliffs, 1981. p.37.
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Ibn Khaldun’s Contributions to Social Anthropology: An
Anthropological Perspective to Mugaddimah

Al-Sayed A. Hamed

This paper first explores 1bn Khaldun’'s Studies on social institutions
especially religion, and then illustrates the part he played in enriching social
anthropology. The generalizations and ideas advanced by Ibn Khaldun in the
Mugaddimah are manifested in his numerous studies of the societies of the
Middie East, particularly North Africa.

The work which Ibn Khaldun carried out in the field of anthropology is
very important. His generalizations and the theoretical framework, i.e. the
asabah (segmentary lineage) theory that he adopted in his Mugaddimah,
were quoted by William Robertson Smith (1846-1894) and many other British
anthropologists.

Smith was also influenced by Ibn Khaldun’s perspective to the study of
religion. 1bn Khaldun studied religion as a social institution with functional
interdependence with other social institutions, especially the political one.
The best example of the direct contribution of Ibn Khaldun to religious
anthropology is clear in Evans-Pritchard’s approach to political anthropology
and the kinship studies.



