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The Role of the University of Jourdan in l’yt’:/moting
Student Attitudes Towards Modernity
/

Omar El-Sheikh /
Jehad Sulaibi
/

The purpose of this study is to vinvestigafe the impat of the
Uiversity of Jourdan on Student attitudes towan 4 modernity. Modernity
attitudes are defined as that set of interrelated attitudes that guide
student social interactions and determiné their way of acting,
perceiving and valuing. Two stratified ,rangbm samples were selected
from the population of first and fourth year sstudents in the University
of Jordan. The two samples were then tested for their equivalence on
sex, levels of parent’s education and placed of residence during
childhood using the X2 test. The sCale used to measure student’s
attitudes towards modernity was a;:dapted version of the scale that
was constructed by Inkeles .and Smith, and consisted of 57 multiple
choice items measuring ninteen éttitudes. The scale was logically and
empirically validated -and its relability was established using KR-20. The
mean scores of first and fc/Jur year students divided by area of
specialization (college) were analysed using the two-way analysis of
variance. Post hoc ¢ isons among means were also made using
Scheffe’test. The study revealed overall significant differences between
the mean scores of first and fourth year students.

However it was also found that the difference between the mean
scores of first and fourth year students varied across area of
specialization. Moreover the difference was found also to vary across
‘modernity attitudes.
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The effect of using English-as a medium of
instruction on students’ achievement in the Facuity
of Science at Kuwait University.

Abstract

N. Mutawa M. Issa
The objective of the sutdy is to assess the impact of using English

as a medium of instruction of the academic achievement of sutdents
in the Faculty of Science at Kuwait University. It answers questions

related to the student’s academic background, area of specification, -

sex, nationality, and the year which they were assigned in the second
semester of 984/85. The study also includes a review of investigations
and reports concerened with the effect of foreign language on
academic achivement.

The sample consisted of 190 students who were chosen randomly
in order to represent the various departments in the Faculy of Science.
Some of them were second-year students while others were inthe fouth
year. Additional data on each sample student was collected form the
personal files and the computer center.

' A majour conclusion of the sytdy is that the use of English to teach
science subjects has a clear impact on the academic achievement of
student. This can be seen from comparing the coefficients of
correlation between the sutdent’s background in the English language
on the one land. and their cumulative average grades on the other. This
applies to general grades as well as grades in subjects of
specialisation. The impact of thelanguage is also clear in the case of
sutdents with low scores.

Moreover, views were canvassed for this study fromstudents in the
Faculy of Science and the Faculty of Education. There were forced by
the opinions of staff in the Faculty of Science.

Finaly, the study presents some recommendations, whose
implementation will assist in alleviating the negative impact of the use
of English on the academic achievement of students.




