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The Concept of «Production Base» in Economic Development:
A Survey of Alternative Definitions

R. Omar

The concept of «Production Base» is common in development literature. It
has been extensively used to explain the obstacles to and the opportunities for
economic development in LDC’s. Various definitions of this concept have been
used in the economic literature. This paper tackles three alternative definitions of
the concept and contrasts the methodologies used and reveals their implications
for development strategies.

The first approach defines the «Production Base» in terms of available
economic resources that, through various production processes, determine the
shape of the economy’s production possibilities frontier. The development
process is viewed here as a dynamic shift in the frontier.

The second approach emphasizes the economic structure in terms of changes
in sectoral, regional and distributional variables. This approach views the
development process as a systematic and a continuous change in these variables
according to some stylized facts.

The third approach defines the production base in terms of economic, social,
political and technological characteristics. These characteristics describe the
reference points «status quo» which the development process ascribes to alter in
favor of some predetermined national objectives.

The paper suggest that none of these definitions is infallable and that an
appropriate definition of «Production Base» should be one that incorporates
social realism in a comprehensive yet measurable manner so that progress
towards the achievement of development goals can be assessed and evaluated
overtime.
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Inspite of the differentiation of the proliterate into several strata, common
personality traits among them could be observed: endurance, patriotism,
altruism, false consciousness, arrested development of intellectual abilities due to
the lack of opportunities, distrust of authorities due to its continuous
disappointment to their aspirations, refusal of alien western superficial modes of
behaviour and sincerity to inner group interests.

The bourgoisies is also a non-homogenous class. The majority of it belong to
the parasite compradore and commercial stratum. The common traits of this class
are a reflection of their socio-economic position in society and their alliance with
and dependance on foreign powers. Opportunism, alientation, sado-moschistic
tendencies, disrespect of manual and productive labor, adoption of western values
and modes of behaviour, consumptive behaviour, egoism and individualism,
disregard of public welfare are the most observable traits of this class.

The author stresses that his analysis is only tentative and is offered as a
guideline for future imperical research.
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