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Socio-Economic Formation and Patterns of Personality
in the Arab World

Sameer Naeem

Capitalist and imperialist penetration of the Arab Countries during and after
military colonialism led to arrested development of the precapitatlist modes of
production and to the existance of a distorted socio-economic formations in which
precapitalist modes of production and capitalist ones co-exist.

However, the predominance is for the capitalist mode of production. This led
to uneven state of development in forces of production and production relations
in different socio-economic sectors and lack of intersectoral exchange. It also led
to disarticulation of elements of both the basic and the super structure of society.
Class structure has been also affected. Lack of class homogeniety and class
consciousness is manifest.

The general state of underdevelopment, chaos, exploitation and opression
(foreign and local) are clearly reflected on personality traits of the people in the
Arab Countries.

Aliemation, authoritarianism and defense mechanisms are common
personality traits. However, protest and tendency to oppose explaitation and
opression are present in both latent and manifest forms.

Since the materialist socio-economic living conditions of classes differ and
since personality is a historical, socio-economic product it has to be expected that
different personality types would exist in the Arab Society. Inspite of the general
traits created and enforced by the general state of underdevelopmented two
major personality types could be distinguished: The personality of the proliterate
(the majority) and that of the bourgoisie.
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