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Technology Transfer and Technological Dependence
in the Developing Countries

N. Shishini

The study deals with the shortcomings of technology transfer, as a means for
achieving rapid and sustained growth in the developing countries. These
shortcomings are due partly to inadequacies in the institutional structure for
science and technology in the developing countries themselves, and partly to the
restrictive practices and conditions imposed by technology procurers.

The inadequacies of the institutional structure for science and technology in
the developing countries, together with the behaviour of technology procurers,
are responsible for the negative aspects of techmology transfer to the Third
World, and for the technological dependence phenomenon created in most of its
countries. Technological dependence is defined in the study as the incapability of
national projects to utilize, adapt and develop efficiently the imported
technologies, because of the weakness of national technological capacities.

Technological dependence, as previously defined, has four main negative
effects in the developing countries:

1. The importation of large and diversified technological packages.

2. The incapability to choose appropriate technologies.

3. The incapability to manage properly the technology transfer process, and

4 . The incapability to utilize efficiently the imported technologies.

The study supports the view that both developed and developing countries
are responsible for the persistent technological dependence in most of the Third
World, and that both are therefore responsible for providing the means to deal
with it.
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