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The Nuclear Factor in the Arab-Israeli Conflict

[in the light of the Israeli Raid against the Iraqi
Nuclear Reactor]

Omar El Khatib

This article is based mainly on two principle hypothesis: the first, that the
nuclear factor become one of the more basic elements in the Arab-Israeli conflict.
The Second, that Israel, due to it’s possission of the nuclear, would be the first,
among the other States in the region, who use the nuclear weapons.

Starting from these two main hypothesis, this article study and treats the
following three points:

— Strategic analysis to the Israeli raid against the Iraqi nuclear reactor.
— Political analysis to the reactions, on the local, regional and international
levels.

— Military analysis to the Israeli raid.

The essential results and lessons that are being drawn from this article are the
following:

— Israel would react very strongly, specially by military means, against any arab
serious attempt to obtain or build a nuclear technological base and,
subsequently, against any arab attempt to obtain the nuclear option.

— The Arab World should not depend on any nuclear umbrella of any big
nuclear power.

— The Arab countries, therefore, should devote every effort to obtain the
nuclear option, not with the intention to use it, but to balance the Israeli
nuclear option. This means that purpose of the Arab nuclear option is not to
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be used as a horrible destructive weapon for aggresion, but as a decisive
instrument for disscusion.

— Arab countries who seek to obtain the nuclear option should obtain in
advance, all the Security and military means to protect their nuclear weapons
against a sudden Israeli strike (or by an «abortive operation»).
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