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POWER AND LEGITIMACY
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

A. Hadiyya

As an introduction, this paper deals in the first part with some Latin, Anglo-
saxon and Marxist doctrines of power, especially it’s definition, main elements
and criteria of legitimacy.

In the second part, economic, social and political approaches are adopted in
dealing with the actual performance and legitimacy of political power in develop-
ing countries. Special interest has been taken to elaborate the interrelationships
between is disabled economic structures and gigantic multi-national firms of the
developed countries. This led to hte breading of a new social stratum closely
linked economically and politically with these firms. Through crooked means,
such as the falsification of elections and different types of pressures, it seizes all
political power and oppresses public organizations and political parties if any,
which dare to oppose its monopoly and misuse of power. Lacking the consent of
the polity strips this socio-political stratum of any legitimacy to rule and opens the
way to different manifestations of political unrest, which in turn humper develop-
ment. Such regimes ruled by anrrowly based cliques depending upon force rather
than consent constitute a general phenomenon in underdeveloped countries.
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