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New Publications on the Arab World

ISRAEL'S “SACRED TERRORISM”: A STUDY OF MOSHE SHARETT,
A PERSONAL DIARY, by Livia Rokach

Moshe Sharett, one of Zionism's chief diplomats before 1948, its first foreign minister,
and prime minister from 1953 to 1955, kept a personal diary in which He recorded his
opposition to much of the policy of Israel’s “‘security establishment,”” men such as
Ben-Gurion, Dayan, and Sharon. Long kept unpublished, the diary reveals how Israel
provoked Arab States, stirred up mass hysteria in Israel and sympathy among world
opinion, and began plotting the takeover of the West Bank, Gaza and southern Lebanon
in the early 1950s. Rokach has selected from the diaries, and provided a fascinating
commentary and explanation. Her study is as potentially devastating to Zionist prop-
aganda as the Pentagon Papers were to the American politico-military establishment in
Vietnam. Introduction by Noam Chomsky. $4.50 paper.

DESCENT INTO THE WATER: PALESTINIAN NOTES FROM
ARAB EXILE, by Mu’in Basisu

The renowned Palestinian poet and writer, Mu'in Basisu, recounts his political experi-
ences in the Gaza Strip under Egyptian rule. "My comrades in the Revolution,"” writes
Basisu. “*have asked me to record my experiences as a Communist party member, in
Gaza from 1952 to 1963. They have asked me to do this now, because progressive forces
are being attacked both from within and without the Arab world and there is spreading an
infectious enmity against the National Front in the West Bank and Gaza.”” A powerful
documentary on a little-known history. 102 pages; $34.50 paper.

PALESTINIAN DILEMMA: NATIONALIST CONSCIOUSNESS AND
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN ISRAEL, by Khalil Nakhleh

A new and timely anthropological study on the role of intellectuals in Palestinian political
life in Israel. The author explores the dynamics of conflict and change as manifested in
Palestinian educational patterns and systems. /34 pages; $5.00 paper.

THE ARAB WORLD: A HANDBOOK,

edited by Hassan Haddad & Basheer Nijim

A comprehensive overview of contemporary Arab countries, including Palestine. An
excellent reference work on the geography. demography, and economy of the Arab world
with an historical survey of the region. //lustrated. 250 pages: $7.95 paper, $18.95 cloth.

THE WORLD OF RASHID HUSSEIN: A PALESTINIAN POET IN EXILE,
edited by Kamal Boullata & Mirene Ghossein

The Palestinian tragedy in all of its human dimensions is vividly portrayed in the poems of
Rashid Hussein, the noted Palestinian poet. His untimely death ina New York apartment fire
is symbolic of the tragedy about which he wrote. The poet’s genius and universality are
attested to in the recoilections of such people as Uri Avnery, Salma Jayousi. I.F. Stone,
Mahmoud Darwish, Edward Said, Amos Kenan. 208 pages: 36.50 paper.

Qrder from:
= "2} Association of Arab-American University Graduates, Inc.
@ | 556 Trapelo Road, Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 (617) 484-5483

Members recetve 50% off st price Prepaid orders only. Add $ 60 for postage per book. and $1 00 for
handhing per order Catalogue of pubhications available upon request




The Problems of Content Analysis
in Social Sciences

Dr. Nadia Hassan Salem

1- The Definition of Content analysis:

Many questions can be asked about the methodological aspects of content
analysis, Content analysis is a systematic technique for analyzing message content,
of is a tool for observing and analyzing the communication messages or is a method
of analysis.

2- Prediction and content analysis:

Most writers define content analysis as a research technique for the objective,
systematic and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication
but the ultimate goal of any inverstigator in the behavioral sciences is to predict
behavior. If the analyst using content analysis is provided with additional
information about the source, the channel the reciver he is able tomake predictions
about the source and receiver.

3- Using Content analysis in the arabic Language:

Using Content analysis in the Arabic language is different than using it in
foreign languages especially when the analysis cares about the difference between
stylistic and content analysis both are quantitative approaches but one measures
form and the other content. Stylistic analysis measures the syntactic aspect or how
of a communication message, Content analysis has received the more systematic
and thorough consideration in the literature one of the aims of this paper is to
present a methodological explanation of using content and stylistic analysis in the
Arabic language.
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4- Categories and direction in content analysis:

Determination of direction in content analysis is probably one of the most
frustrating problems facing the researcher because it is one erea in which the
element of subjectivity is difficult to control and impossible to eliminate entirely.

Direction in content analysis refers to the attitude expressed toward any
symbol by its user and what kinds of references are favorable or anfovorable?.

This is generally a matter of definition, it is the responsibility of the analyst to
formulate complete and logical definitions of favorable and unfavorable material
definitions that clarify what each category does and does not include. Themore
precise and complete the definitions are the easier the job of coding and classifying
the data will be.

5- Problems of validity:

The literature of psychological tests and measurements abounds in references
to validation procedures but in the literature of content analysis little attention has
been paid to the subject.

Validity may be assessed byone or more methods among them jury, known
group, independent criterion and construct validity.

The jury method of validation here experts are asked to judge relevant parts
of the methodology choice and definition of variables for example or measuring
techniques. Avariant of the jury is the known-group method which uses known
attitudes and characteristics of a group rather than its expertness in content analysis
asample of news paper editorials could be subjected to thematic analysis, the
themes could be compared to themes taken from content known to be consistent
with or contradictory to the variable under study.

Validation by an independent criterion is considered difficult but not

impossible.
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