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Marketing Research», McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 1974, pp. 442-457.

X s Jaad e pp \S Jeeladt il L m,,»‘t Ly

> O]

— F.N. Kerlinger and E.J. Pedhagur, Multiple Regression in Behavioral Research, Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, Inc., New York, 1973, pp. 336-341.
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— Robert Bibb and Dennis W. Roncek, Investigating Group Differences, An Explication
of the Sociological Potential of Discriminant Analysis, Sociological Methods and Research,
Vol. 4, No. 3, 1976, pp. 349-379.
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DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN MALES AND FEMALES AND ITS IMPCACT
ON WOMEN'’S SITUATION AND ROLE IN DEVELOPMENT: CASE STUDIES
OF JORDAN & SUDAN

M. Galaluddin
Arab Planning Inst. | Kuwait

This paper attempts to investigate the extent to which parents prefer boys to
girls from the time parents try to get children until the time those children are
grown to adulthood. The paper starts by using cross-tabulation as well as using
some multi-variate analysis techniques on data available from certain
demographic surbeys conducted in both Jordan and the Sudan. In addition, the
paper also utilizes the data on infant and child mortality and mobility and tries to
show to what extent the differentials between the two sexes can be attributed to
differentials in treatment in respect of feeding, immunization and sickness care
practices. Statistics on enrollment of boys and girls in private and public schools
as well the distribution of students abroad by sex is also investigated in an attempt
to show how parents often tend to provide their sons with far better/more
expensive education than their daughters. Then these attitudes and practices of
parents are considered in their historical and current perspectves.

The paper shows that parents desire for having additional children depends
on the number and sex composition of their surviving children. Both the
cross-tabulation and the multivariate analysis show strong preferences for boys.
The discriminant analysis distinguishes between these groups of women: those
desiring to have more children, those who do not intend to have additional
children and a small third group whose response was «do not know» Both the
discriminant analysis and multiple regression techniques applied to Jordanian data
and Sudan data respectively turn to be statistically significant. The standardized
discriminant function coefficient of the number of surviving to Jordanian women
is more than three times as important as the coefficient of the number of surviving
girls. Similiarly, betw weights in multiple regression is about twice as important in
the case of surviving sons born to Khartoum women. Furthermore, the variable
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number of surviving sons accounts for about 60% of the variation in Sudan’s daj
(as given by R?) while the variable; number of surviving girls accounts for le;
than 20% of the total variation.

These results show clearly the strong preference for sons in bearing arJ
having children. But this is not the end of the story. Once these children are bor
despite the parents’ wishes concerning their number and sex composition, paren
seems to discriminate against girls in bearing their children. The results of
survey of the upgrading areas of Amman show that mothers practices with regag
to breast feeding and the introduction of the supplementary foods in the infant
diet as well as immunization tend to favour boys. Also the data suggest thd
mothers tend to seek outside professional care earlier for boys than for girls.
seems that these practices have significant impact on children’s growth an{
weight. In the poor areas of Amman 28% male children compared to 46% (
females are found to be below 90% of the standard weight for age level.

The educational statistics show that not only the enrollment ratios is mud
higher for boys but also boys tend to get more expensive and better education a
females are denied certain types of education. The paper then proceeds
examine the reasons behind some deep-rooted social values and attitudes that a
thought to be impediments to females growth, education and subsequent
outdoor activities.

The paper concludes by saying that unless these is more radical and de
transformation of our societies, it might take a long time before we approach
equitable social relationships between men and women. Until then, women mig
not be allowed «through a conscious or unconscious policies and practices of t
family and the society «to fully develop their physical and menal faculties and
properly fulfil their duties and exervise their rights.
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