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STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE NUCLEAR FAMILY IN JORDAN:
AN EXPLORATORY STUDY

M. Khairy

Empirical data gained from a sample of 274 urban nuclear families in
Aman, Jordan show that these families are characterised by five basic
structural traits. These are: 1) high educational and economic standard;
2) medium to large size; 3) neolocal residency; 4) presence of relatives in the
household; and 5) internal Cohesion.

In line with Goode, our analysis shows that these traits suit the demands of
modern urban society in Jordan especially its stress on geographic and
occupational mobility and on long-term training for lindividuals as means for
the achievement of national development. Moreover, the analysis indicates that
these families perform a welfare function in regard to the elderly.
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