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THE IMPACT OF STRUCTURAL
CHANGES IN EGYPTIAN

SOCIETY ON VALUE SYSTEMS
AND DEVELOPMENT

S. Naim™

Egypt has been witnessing drastic changes in her socio-economic system
since the begining of the seventies, which finally brought an end to her leading
role in economic, political and cultural independence and in the struggle
against imperialism, and turned her to a satelite the international capitalist
system. A parasite, non productive capitalist class became dominant and allied
hersef with international capitalist corporations. This class, together with state
machinaries used every available means to transform value systems among the
egyptian population to suit and enforce the new status-quo.

Mass Communication means, legislation, modes of consumptive behavior,
advertisement, corruption, adverse living conditions of the majority of the
population, inflation, migration to oil countries and cultural invasion, all had a
serious impact on value systems which in turn had a serious impact on
soeio-economic development in Egypt.

Contrary to the value systems which prevailed in Egypt during the
previous stage of independent development and struggle against imperialism
the value systems of the dependent satelite state have the following major
charecteristics:

a) Understimation of productive behavior as a mean to self gratification
and status.

b) encouragement of easy and rapid profit.

c) high esteem of luxurious consumption.

% Professor of Sociology, Kuwait University.

Y4




