Published by the Academic Publication Council of Kuwait University. All rights reserved.

Doi: 10.34120/jss.v5214.3217

2022 ,gSi: b aud
2023 gile:a junl

Ernest Renan's Concept of the French
Nation-State in the Era of Globalization
and the European Union

Ghassan Elezzi

Abstract

Objective: This research aims to present a modern reading of Ernest
Renan's concept of the French "nation-state", a concept distinct
from the concepts that prevailed in the era of European nationalities
in the nineteenth century and that are still prevalent today. Renan's
concept follows a long development of French political thought which
contributed to the formation of the modern nation-state that we know
today. The research raises a basic question about the validity of this
concept in the era of the European Union, globalization, the demise
of borders, the decline of geography, and the sovereignty of the state
and its role. The importance of the research lies in that it provides a
material that the Arab political science library lacks, and it opens a
debate between the concepts of Arab, Islamic, German, Italian and other
prevailing nationalism, despite the volume of literature published on
these concepts. Methodology: The study followed a descriptive and
analytical approach based on scientific publications in French because
the topic is related to the French concept of the nation-state, specifically
through a French thinker, Ernest Renan, who launched his concept as
a culmination of the development of French political thought, which
produced a French revolution that paved the way to the birth of the
modern French nation-state. Conclusion: The research concluded that
Renan's concept is not valid today, although the nation-state is still
alive in theory and practice. Rather, globalization and regionalization
strengthen national sentiments and consolidate the importance of
the nation-state instead of weakening or erasing it, but not on the
foundations laid by Renan.

Keywords: Nation, Nation-State, Ernst Renan, European Union,
Globalization.
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