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ELIMINATION OF EXTERNAL CAUSES
OF DEATH AND THE
INCREASE IN LIFE EXPECTANCY
A STUDY OF DIFFERENTIAL
LIFE TABLES BY CAUSE OF DEATH:
KUWAIT POPULATION 1975

M. El-Shalakani

To evaluate the impact of a specified cause of death on human longevity,
life expectancy of current population has been compared with the hypothetical
life expectancy of the same population under conditions that would exist if that
particular cause of death was eliminated. This means that the decrements by

death was divided in life table into components according to specified causes of
death.

Inspection of data indicates that the following four groups of causes were
responsible for most of death occurring in Kuwait during the period 1973- 1975.

— Infective and Parasitic Diseases.

— Diseases of the Circulatory system.

— Diseases of the Respiratory System.

— Accidents, Poisoning and Violence ( External Causes).

Differential life tables according to the above-mentioned groups of
diseases as causes of death for the year 1975 were constructed. Similar tables
were also constructed after elimination of external causes ( accidents,
poisoning and violence). The eliminated causes, as a group, were responsible
for about 12% for males and 6% for females of all deaths in Kuwait.

The 1975 population census by age sex, and vital statistics data on age
distribution of death were taken as a starting point.

These data are adjusted for under-enumeration and smoothed for
misreporting of age.

Analysis of data showed that the increase in the probability of dying in
1975 due to the elimination of external causes was about 89 for males and 3%
for females in diseases of the circulatory system, and about 6% for males and
2% for females in diseases of the respiratory system.

Life expectancy at birth was 66 years for males and 70.4 for females. If the
external diseases were eliminated as a cause of death, the males would expect
an additional length of life at birth of about 2.3 years compared with 1.9 years
for females.

YN




