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Part II: General Out Look

At this juncture. the world was watching an aggressive movement
by both Germany and ltaly in order torcstore what they lost during the
First World War including the Middle East.

The British Government had to plan a new strategy in the area.
The Arab World also was suffering from several disputes. In Jordan,
Amir Abdulla was awaiting an opportunity to restore his father’s throw
in Hijaz. In lraq. Ali and King Faisal were sharing Abdulla his
ambitions. In Yemen. Imam Yahya can hardly conceal his hatered look
towards the new Saudi regime. Even in Egypt , King Foad was
dreaming of restoring the Caliphate in the Arab World. Saudi Arabia
itself was suffereing from internal intrigues and economic depression.

Part 111: British Policy

The British policy at this stage was governed by many considera-
tions..

The British succeeded in putting an end to king Foad’s dreams. But
in Jordan, where the British grip was stronger. Amir Abdulla’s hards
were kept free, he was allowed to play a fole.

Saudi Arabia was satisfied by crushing the Ibn Rifadah rebillion.

Part IV: Evaluation of the Movement and Reason for Failure

The Ibn Rifadah movement was arranged by Abdulla and his
brother Al

It was originally planned that the Ibn Rifadah movement would
take place at the same time as one in Adaresah in the South by Imam of
Yemen. But it was a matter of luck for Ibn Saud that both the
movements started in different times. Thus, Ibn Saud was able to
exterminate Ibn Rifadah in the North, and conclude an agreement with
Idreas in 1930 (1349 H.)
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THE IBN RIFADA MOVMENT
AGAINST IBN SAUD — 1932

F. Khatrash
Introduction

In the summer of 1932 (1351 H). Hamed Ibn Rifadah launched an
attaked on the Northern border of Hijas, but the troops mobilized by
Abdul Aziz Ben Saud destroged the rabels including Ibn Rifadah
himself.

At first glance such an insident could be considered as a usual one
that could have taken |place in the Arabian pensula at any time during
that era, especiallywhen Ibn Saud was engaged in dealing with the
affairs of his kingdom as well as his enemies.

But a second look at this incident can reveal the facts of the
situation which prevailed in Arabia at that time.

This study, therefore, will depend on facts and available documents
in an attempt to reveal the aims and causes of such a rebellion at a time
when Ibn Saud was engaged in his grievances.

Part 1: IBN RIFADA
Hamed Ibn Rifadah was an inhabitant of Hijaz. He waged a
rebellion in Al-Wajh in the year 1929 (1346H), but it was a failure. He
took a refuge in Egypt. Later he managed to recruit a few hundred
tribemen, and went to Al-Nash, between Suez and Tour.

In May 1932 (Moharram 1351H) Ibn Rifadah mrched towards the
border of Egypt.

In February 1931, the Saudi Arabian government came to know
about this movement. They mobilized a force and attacked Ibn Rifadah
and his men and he was killed.
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