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ISLAMIC REVIVAL: THE CASE
OF THE SOVIET MOSLEMS

M. Salim

Since the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Islamic world has been undergoing
a process of religious resurgence. The process is noted for its pervasiveness. It
has been occuring virtually in every Islamic society or community including Isla-
mic minorities such as the Islamic minority in the Soviet Union.

The revival of Islam among Soviet Moslems evolves around the quest for an
Islamic identity based upon the cultural values of Islam. It is particularly man-
ifested in three basic forms:

(1) traditional revivalism as exhibited in the noticeable increase in the prac-
tice of Islamic rituals and religious education,

(ii) Islamic cultural revivalism as manifested in the evolution of a culturally
distinct Islamic way of life. Even though the majority of Soviet Moslem do not
observe the rituals, the civil life of Soviet Moslems increasingly revolves
around the cultural values of Islam. The persistance of the traditions of mar-
riage, divorce, birth and Islamic cultural historiography are just by few exam-
ples; and (iii) the resurgence of the Islamic identity as exhibited in the trend to-
ward the de-Russification of Islamic communities. For instance, there is a no-
ticeable decline of the percentage of Soviet Moslems who consider Russian as
their native tongue .

The revival of Islam among Soviet Moslems may be attributed to several
factors which distinguish Islamic revival in Islamic societies from Islamic revival
among Islamic minorities. Foremost among these factors is the emergence of an
Islamic elite which finds that the revival of Islamic ethos and the integration of
the Islamic peoples of Central Asia along the lines of Islamic values, provide it
with an advantageous power base. Further, the Islamic society in the Soviet Un-
ion, as a pre-social mobilization society, is still receptive to the traditional values
of Islam.

The demographic weight of the Soviet Moslems, future relations between
the Soviet Union and Islamic countries, and the Sino-Soviet rivalry for influence
among tue peoples of Central Asia v.ill determine to a great extent the prospects
of the acceleration of Islamic revival among Soviet Moslems. However, it must
be stressed that such revival is not likely to develop any political dimensions be-
cause the emerging Soviet Islamic elite accepts the basic tenets of the Soviet reg-
ime.
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