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THE HISTORICAL ROOTS
OF THE IRANIAN — IRAQI CRISIS

B. Al-Khussussi

At the beginning of modern time, a conflict between the Shiit Safawi State
and the Ottoman Sunnite State took place. As a result, the Ottomans seized
power in Irag and became neighbors of the Safawis along the Iraqi-Iranian bor-

ders.

In order to overcome any territorial dispute the two countries signed
several agreements which unfortunately they did not put an end to conflict

these agreements include:

1- The Second Erzerum Agreement in 1847
2- The Teheran Protocol in 1918

3 - The Constantinople Protocol in 1913

4- The 1937 Treaty

A serious situation arose when Iran unilateraily abolished the 1937 treaty.
It became more serious when Iraq cut its diplomatic relations with Iran as a

result of the Iran occupation of the Gulf Islands in 1971 and their backing of

the Iraqi Kurds.

In 1975 the two countries reached an agreement known as the Algeria
Treaty which solved their territorial problem. But unfortunately conflict broke
out again brinnging in relations between the two countries to their worst point,

and fight flared up again.
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