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Neoliberalism, Economic Insecurity, and Political
Confidence: An Anthropological Approach
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Abstract

Objective: This research aims to identify the most prominent features
of the transition to Neoliberalism in Egypt, the impact of neoliberal
policies and orientations on economic security, the impact of economic
security on the levels of political confidence, and the effectiveness of the
State's welfare roles in alleviating the sense of economic insecurity and
diminishing and eroding levels of political confidence. Methodology:
The research adopted an anthropological qualitative methodology
based on participant observation, semi-structured interviews and
content analysis. Results: Neoliberal orientations and policies, in
particular the reduction of welfare roles and the domination of market
logic and project model, give rise to a sense of economic insecurity in
different fields, which influences the individuals' confidence in political
institutions. The build-up of feeling resulting from the application of
Neoliberalism and eroding political confidence prompted negative
assessments of political institutions' performance. Finally, the results
reveal a correlation between neoliberal orientations, personal economic
concerns, and assessments of the national economy's performance on
the one hand, and the economic insecurity and erosion of political
confidence on the other. Conclusion: Neoliberal policies create a sense
of economic insecurity that decreases and erodes political confidence.

Keywords: Neoliberalism, Economic Insecurity, Welfarism, Political
Confidence.
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