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Systems Analysis and Theorization about
International Politics

Ismail S. Maklad

The vigorous development of international relations research over the
past two decades has stimulated the hope that a coherent and unified
discipline will soon emerge. A general theory of international relations is
thought to give order and meaning to a mass of phenomena which would
otherwise remain disconnected and unintelligible.

The systems analysis approach occupies a central place in all academic
endeavors aiming at the construction of such a general theory. This
approach focuses on the analysis of the various structural, functional
behavioral, and other environmental properties and characteristics
connected to the dynamics of development and change inthe international
political system,

To most advocates of this approach, the concept of global system and
related subsystems and the procedure of the shift and redefinition of
system levels appear to provide just the intellectual equipment that is
required for the building of the right kind of information structure. In
addition, the idea that the international system is the outcome of diverse
actions and reactions seems to be their best clue, i.e., international
relations are the consequences of a vast number of particular purposes,
intentions, expectations, and efforts that constantly interact and generate
policy responses in all forms and on all levels.

After presenting the mainstream of thought as articulated by the
leading proponents of systems theory, we came to the conclusion that the
1qterngtional system as a whole apparently lacks the coherence. the
direction, the organization and the organic related ness which most of these
analysts are prone to believe in. We are also of the opinion that the multi-
dimensional character of the international political system should be
always brought into mind because it constitutes a major intellectual
pro.blem, and that if there is something to be accentuated here, it is that
easily accepted assumptions about the relationships among the
dlmer}51ons, levels and aspects of the system should be held open to
question because the present state of knowledge about them is fragmentary
and uncertatin.
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