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Abstract

Objective: The increasing use of modern means of communication via
the international information network (the Internet), including social
media, is taking a special curve, and has begun to move towards a
negative impact on the social structure of human societies in general,
including the Kuwaiti society. Among these negative effects is the
dissemination of a new type of crime that was not previously known,
and it was called information, electronic or on-line crimes. To achieve
this, light was shed on: the concept of social media and the emergence
and images of these means. The patterns of influence of social media on
the spread of crime and the most important forms of these effects were
also discussed. Then, statistics on the impact of the Kuwaiti society on
information crimes were presented. Some legislative efforts regarding
confronting the misuse of social media, the position of the Kuwaiti
legislator on the negative effects of social media, and the adequacy
of existing texts to counter these effects in Kuwaiti society were also
reviewed. The main aim of this study was to show the negative impact of
social media as a result of its misuse in increasing crime rates in Kuwaiti
society. Methodology: The study followed the descriptive method, by
collecting information and studies on the subject of the study and placing
them under the appropriate headings, and the analytical approach to
clarify the position of the Kuwaiti legislator in facing the crimes arising
from the misuse of social media. Results: The inadequacy of existing
laws in the Kuwaiti society in the face of the negative effects of social
media, especially with regard to the occurrence of information and
electronic crimes. Conclusion: The Kuwaiti society urgently needs the
intervention of the Kuwaiti penal legislature to criminalize the misuse of
social media. And the importance of increasing community awareness
programs, especially targeting children, adolescents and youth, about
the dangers of misuse of social media.
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