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Abstract

Objective: This study aims at revealing the nature of electronic
harassment and highlighting the different patterns and motives behind
these acts through social media networks. Methodology: the study
sample comprised 385 female respondents aging 18-40 years, who
were exposed to electronic harassment. The study used a questionnaire
as a primary tool for data collection. The questionnaire was in two
parts: the first part contained information and preliminary data for
respondents, while the second part comprised 3 axes: the first involved
the nature and forms of electronic harassment; the second involved the
(self, social, cultural) factors leading to these acts, and the third axis
involved the challenges facing harassed women, and the methods to
overcome these acts. Data had been analyzed using SPSS (edition NO
25). Results: the motives behind electronic harassment were related
to inter-individual factors that included: search for esteem, seeking
to gain quick wealth, low self-esteem, general pressures, frustration,
and social expatriation; they were also related to social factors that
included bad company, weak religious restraints, lack of family model
role, abundant spare time, and low familial control; they were also
related to social media network specific factors that included easiness
of hiding the abuser identity, easiness of joining these networks which
are free of charge, easiness to establish virtual friendship relations, and
lack of privacy; and finally, cultural factors including imitation and
mimicry, technological advances and reluctance of traditional culture,
sense of social classes inequality, and confusion of cultural standards.
Conclusion: The phenomenon of electronic harassment is one of the
most important modern social phenomena that has been exacerbated by
the interference of technology in our daily life practices.
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