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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to explore and analyze the Australian-
Chinese ties before and after the spread of Covid-19 pandemic. The
study has two questions. The first: what are the sources of tension
and challenges that face the Australian-Chinese ties, especially the
economic and political ones? The second: what are the ramifications of
Covid-19 pandemic on the economic and political ties between the two
countries? The study has three hypotheses. Economy is the cornerstone
of the Australian-Chinese ties. China’s increasing influence in the Asia-
Pacific region represents a critical challenge to Australia’s political
decision makers. Covid-19 pandemic is one of many elements that
have a large negative impact on the Australian-Chinese ties. The study
applied the historical and analytical approaches to answer its questions
and test its hypotheses. The study came to the following conclusions:
Economic and trade ties between Australia and China are the keystones
of their ties. China’s growing influence near and inside Australia, its
militarily modernization, and its 5G technology developments, do
worry decision makers in Canberra, and represent a serious challenge
that needs to be addressed. The Covid-19 pandemic is a new element
that intensifies and negatively impacts the economic and political ties
between the two countries. The Australian-Chinese bilateral ties are
expected to deteriorate further.

Keywords: Australia, China, Economic and Political ties, Covid-19,
5G.
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19>

(A$m) (2018-2014) lgis Lg3ls)159 cnend! ) Ll xicaf =l palo

Byl e Silaylgdf Sl yalealy PYRD
146.201 54.460 91.741 2014
151.119 64.377 86.741 2015
158.004 62.323 95.681 2016
183.459 67.453 116.006 2017
214.608 78.321 136.287 2018

(Australia’s trade statistics at a glance, 2019, DFAT).
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il Lgmtlins ooty Cowlid auBY albaill Lo
Government of Australia. (2017). 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper: Opportunity
Security Strength. Canberra: Commonwealth of Australia. 25-26.

Department of Defence. (2016). 2016 Defence White Paper. Canberra: Commonwealth
of Australia. 44-41.
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