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Russian Foreign Policy
Towards the Syrian Crisis

Fadi A. Al Ahmar

Abstract:

President Vladimir Putin’s ambitions to restore Russia's interna-
tional status and to increase its influence in the international sys-
tem have been met with Western concerns that further isolated
Moscow (after the 2014 Crimea crisis).

Russia, with its desire to overcome the effects of Western sanc-
tions, has pushed towards the Middle East to gain recognition of
its position as a key player in the region's affairs, by improving
its political relations with those countries and fostering its vi-
tal interests in Syria, given its Mediterranean location and the
existence of the Tartus naval base as an anchor for the Russian
presence in the Middle East.

Russia participated in the Syrian crisis through providing the
Syrian government with political and diplomatic support to
avoid foreign interference in Syria and overtake international
sanctions by providing security coordination, military interven-
tion in September 2015 to recover the territories that the Syrian
government lost during the crisis, and by countering the actions
of terrorist groups, thereby strengthening the negotiating positi-
on of the Syrian government regarding the future of Syria.

Keywords: Syria, Russian Foreign Policy, the Middle East, Sy-
rian Crisis, Military Intervention
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