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The Decline of Women’s Political Role in
Tunisia Post the Revolution (2011-2013)

Alaa A. Rouh Aldeen
Wafaa A. Alaradi

Abstract:

Objective: This paper tackles the variables and factors that affected
the decline of women’s representation both in parliament and the
government after ousting Bin Ali, the former president, from po-
wer. It also, sheds light on the political struggle faced by Tunisian
women during the Revolution of 17th of December, to ensure wo-
men’s political and social rights in light of the principles of equality
stipulated by democratic laws. Methodology: The paper used the
descriptive method to analyze the women'’s case in Tunisia based on
five major theories: the transitional theory, the feminist theory, the
role theory, the cultural theory, and the structural theory. Results:
the study showed that both feminist and role theories focused on the
role of Tunisian women in the revolution, whereas the cultural and
structural theories focused on the major factors that hindered the
attainment of political rights for women in Tunisia. The transitional
theory was considered the corner stone for diagnosing the status of
Tunisian women prior and post the revolution. Conclusion: The stu-
dy concluded that the success of the Tunisian revolution was not in
the interest of women’s rights, but rather, marginalization continued
to haunt their rights in all fields and at all levels. Moreover, synthe-
sizing all previous theories will provide a better understanding and
diagnosis of the Tunisian women’s case post the revolution.

Keywords: Women, Politics, Tunisia, Revolution, Political, Social,
Civil Rights, Citizenship, Transition, Democratization
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