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Spatial Variations of Development
Levels in the Districts of West Bank, Palestine

Mohamed F. Hamayel
Hussein A. Al-Rimawi
Abstract:

Objective: This study tackles the spatial variations of develo-
pment levels in the districts of the West Bank, Palestine. Israel
occupied the West Bank during the 1967 war. Ever since, this
area witnessed perpetuated development ignorance by the occu-
pying force until 1994, when the Palestinian Authority took par-
tial charge and its development plans were limited to central
districts. However, other peripheral districts received few deve-
lopments. Therefore, Palestinian authorities face great difficul-
ties in implementing their development plans especially those
are designated as C areas. Methods: The data of this study was
obtained from Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and other
Palestinian governmental offices and were analyzed using fac-
tor analysis. Results: Two factors were extracted which show
two levels developments. The First factor was named as districts
of high development levels and the second factor was named
as districts of low developments. The Palestinian authorities
should exert much effort to bridge the gap between the two le-
vels. Conclusion: further research should be conducted in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip to different socio- economic sectors;
that will help in bridging the gap between different Palestinian
districts.

Keywords: Palestine, Districts, Development, Factor Analysis,
Variations
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