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The Geographic Expansion of Higher Education
Institutions for Girls: An Applied Study
of the Riyadh Region

Nora A. Alajlan’

This paper is an applied study of the geographic expansion
patterns in the wake of the noticeable expansion of higher education for
girls in the Kingdom, taking the Riyadh region as main area of
investigation. The study aims to monitor the proliferation of institutions
of higher education for girls at the regional level. The importance of the
topic stems from the fact that the pattern of the geographic distribution
of higher education services in the region is quite clear, including as it
does primary location, point of spreading, the enhancement phase,
resulting from an increase in the number of colleges’ sites, as well as
the phase of saturation. Universities have spread to a variety of regions
and recognized no differences in their admission policies. The
importance of this paper comes from its being an applied study of
the pattern of geographic expansion of higher education institutions.
This in itself is a legitimate research method, which allows for the
observing and hence monitoring and controlling of geographic
phenomena.

Keywords: Spatial expansion, Higher education, Geographic de-
scriptive patterns, Geographic expansion, The origin , Destinations and
Paths, Spatial and non-spatial Barriers, Spatial analysis.

*

Dept of Geography, Princess Nora Bint Abdulrahman University, K.S.A.

202



