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The Beginnings of the Intellectual, Cultural
Movement and the Emergence of Libraries
in Kuwait, 1912-1952.

Nahla D. Al-Humood*

Culture is of significant importance in the construction of human
societies and the book is its immortal symbol. There is no civilization
without culture, and no true culture without books. The book (followed
by libraries), created an opportunity for the Kuwaiti society to interact
with others on an intellectual basis, which has enriched the human
experience. At a time when it was considered culturally shocking, the
importance of the educated and enlightened members of the Kuwaiti
society was highlighted. They played an invaluable role in easing the
transformation taking place in the region and the world in appreciating
new ideas emerging in books.

In an era of political growth and at the end of the Ottoman Empire’s
days of influence, this is how the cultural awareness in Kuwait
managed to grow. It is possible to gage the ambitions of the Kuwaiti
society by the many voices that were calling for the establishment of
schools, taking up modern educational tools, the rise of associations,
libraries, intellectual forums and newspapers.

Keywords: The emergence of libraries, Kuwait, Cultural centers,
Kuwait 1912 - 1952

(*) Department of Library and Information Science, The Public Authority for Applied Education
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