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Democratic Atmosphere in the Jordanian
Higher Education Institutions

Hashem M. Taweel*
Muddather Abu Karky**
Sultan N. Al Qurraan***

This study aims at shedding light on the level of democratic
atmosphere in the higher education institutions in Jordan. To this end,
students’ opinions regarding the level of democracy that they live in and
practice inside the Jordanian higher education institutions have been
elicited. The study was conducted with a number of demographic
variables in mind; student’s gender, district (north, middle, or south)
residence, number of family members, income level, college, academic
level, accumulative average, and membership in clubs, associations or
parties.

A stratified random sample of 1055 volunteers from all public
universities nationwide was selected using a multi-state model. A
questionnaire of 30 items devoted to the measurement of democratic
atmosphere was used. Credibility and consistency of the questionnaire
items were checked. Overall, results show an intermediate level of
democratic atmosphere at all levels, and at each sub-dimension.
Results also show that: No significant differences were detected
concerning students’ awareness of the democratic atmosphere in the
Jordanian higher education institutions that can be attributed to gender,
district, residence, number of family members, income level, or

*  Department of Sociology, Al-Hussein bin Talal University, Jordan.
**  Department of Information and Strategic Studies, Al-Hussein Bin Talal University, Jordan.
*** Yarmouk University, Jordan.
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accumulative average. Results also show that with respect to the
awareness of a democratic atmosphere in the Jordanian higher
education institutions; there was no difference between gender, district,
residence, number of family members, income level or accumulative
range. There was however a significant difference between different
colleges and academic levels. These results come in favor of the Law
and Islamic Studies colleges, and also in favor of the first and third year
students.

Results have been thoroughly discussed and a number of
recommendations have been made in light of the theoretical literature
and previous studies.

Key Words: Democracy , Higher Education
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