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Ecological Footprint and Human Development Index:
Towards First Indicator for Sustainable
Development in Arabic Countries.

Mondher Abdellil”

Sustainable development represents a commitment to advancing
human well-being, provided that it is within the limits of the Biosphere. It is
believed that progress in both of these dimensions of sustainable develop-
ment can be assessed with the link between integration and the human
development index (HDI) to measure human welfare, and ecological footprint
(EF) as an indicator to the request on natural resources.

The United Nations considers an (HDI) of (0.80) to be the
threshold for high human development. Additionally, an ecological
footprint of less than (2.1) global hectares per person is the average of
bio-capacity available worldwide. This represents the minimum
requirements for sustainable development at the global level for
human life to be sustainable.

This research is trying to make this concept of sustainable
development and is measured and determined by the link between the
human development index, which helps to assess the socio-economic
sustainability and ecological footprint index, which helps to assess the
environmental sustainability. It aims to design an appropriate approach
(or an appropriate entrance) for the assessment of sustainable
development in any region studying the Arab regional model.

Key Words: Ecological footprint, Human development, Sustain-

able development, Productive Biological capacity, Ecological over-
shoot, Ecological economics.

(*) The Higher Institute for Humanitarian Studies, Tunes.
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