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Social Effects Resulting from Structural Dysfunctions
in the Labor Market, and the Role of the Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program

* Waleed Al Waheeb

The study addresses the social impact of the structural dysfunctions that
exist in the Kuwaiti labor market, and the negative effect that accompanies
such dysfunction. The study also highlights the social impact of the growing
rate of unemployment among new job seekers and the role of the Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program in confronting such negative impacts.
Among the many outcomes of the study, it has concluded that there is a
serious imbalance within the labor market that is primarily represented by a
diminished national work force compared to the expatriate workforce. Another
outcome indicated an increased level of national labor in the government
(state) sector reciprocated by a diminished national labor force in non-
governmental sectors. An overall result in both sectors showed an increase of
marginal expatriate labor that is characterized by low educational and income
levels. Furthermore, the study concluded that a large percentage of the
national workforce works in supervisory, administrative, and educational
fields, while circumventing technical, vocational, and industrial work. The
study results also indicated the social impact associated by the increased
levels of unemployment among job seekers, particularly in light of the nature
of this unemployment syndrome, as it seems to be by choice rather than one
imposed by economic factors. The role of the Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program in confronting these challenging impacts was also
pointed out by the study.

Key words: Social effects, Structural dysfunctions, Restructure, Labour
market, Clear unemployment, Voluntary, Unemployment, Disguised unem-
ployment.

*  Man power And Government Restructuring Program, Kuwait.
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