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The Economic Policy in Tunisia
since the Structural Reform Program

Mouldi Guessoumi’

The epistemological importance of this study lies in the functional
relationship between sociology and political economics with a view to examine
the economic policy in Tunisia since the early eighties of the past century. The
study covers a number of economic features which characterize this policy: 1)
Structural reform and the search for integration within world economic
dynamics. 2) The restructuring of public institutions and the challenge of
privatization. 3) Direct foreign investment. 4) Partnership between Tunisia and
the European Union. 5) A comprehensive rehabilitation program. 6) Taxation
reform and meeting flexibility demands. The above characteristics have been
concomitant with the rise of a New World Economic Order that highlights two
main features: a retreat in the economic role played by the state and an
escalation of the role played by world organizations to ’'correct’ economy.
Firstly, all the instructions of world economic institutions; secondly, by signing
regional and international treaties concerned with commercial exchange, and
the dismantling of geographical and tax boundaries with the aim to encourage
marketing and investment. A number of internal considerations have,
however, impeded full adherence to globalization requirements in Tunisia
such as the insufficiency of investments which are likely to secure a healthy
economic take-off, insufficiently varied commodities for commercial ex-
change, trade difficulties linked to foreign markets, a poor monetary flow, a
fragile macro-economy, and little attractions for direct foreign investment.

Keywords: Globalization, Economic policy, Developing process, Partnership,
The economic dynamism, Taxation reform, International agreement, Foreign
investment.
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