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Abstracts

Anthropology

Memoirs of an Arabian Princess:
Ethnography and Autobiography

Zubayda Ali Ashkanani’

The paper discusses the relevance of autobiography to anthropological
studies especially the ethnographic. This paper analyses “Memoirs of an
Arabian Princess”, the autobiography of the Oman princess Salma Bint al
Sultan Said al Boussaidi, which was published in 1875. It is the first memoirs
published by an Arab woman, although it was written in German. It has a great
significance for Arab feminist studies.

The paper also discusses the ethnographic data regarding the nine-
teenth century Zanzibari society in general, which had its historical and
cultural characteristics, and the life in the Hareem in particular, in an important
historical era for a society which vanished with the fall of the Arab rule in this
African island. it also discusses the writer’s views towards western civilization.

Key words: Architecture, Afro-Islamic culture, Autobiography, Customs
and tradition, Ethnography, Hareem, Zanzibar under Omani rule, Women
studies.
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