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Political Violence in Algeria:
A Comparative Analytical Study 1976-1998

Sirhan Dobail Al-Otaibi

The purpose of this study is to analyze the phenomenon of political
violence in Algeria during the period 1976-1998. The study attempts to
determine the origins and implications of political violence as well as the
causes of its diffusion. After comparing different political systems which
prevailed during that period, this study concluded that political violence in
Algeria is a complicated issue, politically, economically, militarily and socially.
It comes as a result of internal and external factors. It is neither confined to
that particular period nor to any political power. It is a complicated
phenomenon, which has its historical, political, economic and social
dimensions. The continuity of political violence during that period reflects
the similarity in the nature of different political systems and their process of
dealing with political powers in opposition. Eradication of political violence can
not be achieved by exercising military power. It is believed that political and
economic reforms are necessary for checking violence.

Keywords: Political violence, Algeria, Political system, Economic
dimensions, Social dimensions.
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