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Psychology

Optimism and Pessimism: Their Relation-
ship to Extraversion and Neuroticism

Hassan I. Abduliatif*

Lulwah N. Hamadah**

The present study examines optimism and pessimism and their re-
lationship fo extraversion and neuroticism in a sample of 220 under-
graduates enrollied at Kuwait University. Two measures were adminis-
tered: The Arabic Inventory for Optimism and Pessimism and the
extraversion and neuroticism of the Eysenck Personality Question-
naire. Results revealed the followings: (1) males and females showed
no noted difference in pessimism, however, males exhibited signifcant-
ly higher optimism level, (2) there was a significant positive correlation
between optimism and extroversion and pessimism and neuroticism,
and conversely, there is a significant negative correlation between opti-
mism and neuroticism and pessimism and extroversion, and (3) there
is a significant negative correlation between optimism and pessimism.

Resuits were discussed in reference to the notion that optimism
and pessimism are better reconsidered as representing two partially in-
dependent but correlated dimensions.

Lo i
*  Assistant professor, Dept. of psychology, College of Arts, Kuwait University.

** Assistant professor, Dept. of psychology, Faculity of Basic Education, Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training, Kuwait.
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Economics

Structural Analysis and Demand Forecast
for Kuwaiti Petrochemical Production

Mahdi al-Salman*

Analysing the structure and components of petrochemical indus-
tries is of great importance for the economies of the oil producing
countries specially Kuwait. These industries obtain many cormparative
advantage benefits, as a result of their high capital-labour ratio and
high technical labour requirements as well as the abundant availability
of the raw materials and the relative ease of attracting foreign and local
capital investments in the sector.

In this study, The auther examines the structure and direction of
the ten petrochemical industries in the State of Kuwait, as regards la-
bour, productivity intermendiate inputs and final demand; as well as its
components as including consumption, income, value added, the tech-
nical coefficients and forward and backward linkages. The auther uses
the industrial input-output model after upeating if for the year 1994 to
forecast its features regarding specific presumptions for the year 2005.

Lo )

* Assistant Professor , Dept. of quantitative methods and Managment
information Systems, College of Administrative Sciences, Kuwait Uni
versity
Journal of the Social Sciences.

Vol. 26 - No. 1 -'spring 1998 - P.P. 129 - 146.




