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Political Participation in Kuwait

Yousef G. Ali*
Katherine Meyer™*
Sherri Locklear***

This paper examines the modes of political participation of men
and women in Kuwait, and the compatibility of Islam with democratic
practices. A random sample of 1.516 Kuwaiti citizens, surveyed in
1996, provided data on status differences, interpersonal affiliation, and
ideology OLS regression analysis demonstrated that stuctural inequali-
ty, social network ties, shared identity and political consciousness had
different outcomes on the participation of males and females. Differ-
ences probably reflected the impact of the cuiture on the place of men
and women in the society. This research also did not support hypothe-
ses found in the literature that Islam and democratic practices such as
political participation are incompatible.

L
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