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The Economic Penetration of Political
Science:An Analytical Study.

Abdullah J. al-Ghamdi

The discipline of political science, and the political development
subfield in particular, has been effectively penetrated by the discourse
and methodology of political economy, especially that of neoclassical
economics. This economic penetration is reflected in the various at-
tempts by many conservative specialists in political development in
the United Staes toward building a new theory of political deveiopment
that could overcome the pitfalis and failures of the modernization and
dependency theories that dominated the field in the past. This new
trend argues that development process is heavily influenced by the in-
teraction between economic and political forces. Consequently, devel-
opment problems are better understood through up or down votes
based on narrowly defined terms of economic cost/ benefit analysis,
treating other social and cultural variables as irrelevant. Although this
new trend could be useful in discovering a more appropriate and less
normative theory of political development, | argue that development
process represents much more than an exercise in economic cost/
benefit analysis, and is representative of the historical debate concern-
ing human nature and ought to be studied and analyzed as a muitidi-
mensional process.
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