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Sociology

The Image of Expatriates in the Newspapers
of the United Arab Emirates

Mohammed A. J. Al Mutawa*

The image of the other or the relationship between the self and the
other has recently been one of the most important topics in social scienc-
es because of the increase of social, economic and political interests
among peoples from all over the world. As a result of direct and indirect
daily communication, a mechanism of interaction between different peo-
ples has emerged within the UAE. However, this cultural interaction has
resulted in conflict. This specific case needs continued sociological study
which focuses on forms of social interaction in order to understand the
general attitude of the UAE society towards this problem. One might think
that this topic is directly related to the problem of tolerance and prejudice
and its impact on the formation of the image of the other, on the one hand,
and the impact of the media on the formation of that image, on the other.

This paper attempts to study the image of expatriates, especially
those from India, as viewed by the newspapers of the United Arab Emi-
rates and from the point of view of the locals. The paper also attempts to
review some academic literature related to the topic of this study. In addi-
tion, the paper focuses on the population structure of the UAE and related
problems the affect the identity and continuation of the society.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Sociology, College of Humanities and Social
Sciences, UAE. University.
Journal of the social sciences.
Vol. 25 - No. 3 - Autumn 1997 - P.P. 127 - 142.




