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The Effect of Working Women on Family Instability

Hadi Ridha*

This study explores the effect of the employment of Kuwaiti women on
the stability of the family. The sample constituted of 468 working married
Kuwaiti women. A multiple regression statistical test was used to know
what variables contributed and were significant to family instability. Results
showed that the higher the level of working womens’ education, the lower
the level of family instability. The educational level of these women's
husbands had the same effect on family stability, i.e. The higher the
educational level, the lower the level of instability.. On the other hand,
having more children results in higher level of instability.

(*) Department of Sociology and Social Work, Facully of Arts, Kuwait University.
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The Effect of Job Stress on Psychosomatic
Disorders and Absenteeism Among Government
Employees in Kuwélt

Adam Ghazi Al-Obaibi*

This study examined the effe%)f job stress on psychosomatic
disorders and absence from work/'among native Kuwaitis and expatriate
.employees. The sample consusted of 653 employees, 462 native Kuwaitis
and 196 expatriates from five govemment organizations within the Kuwait

Civil Service. £
'

The results showed that Kuwaitis have higher scores on job stress,
psychosomatic disorders/and absenteeism than expatriates. Employees
with high stress scorgs in both samples had more psychosomatic
disorders than their ?énterparts with lower stress scores. For both groups
the data showed no“significant effects or interaction between nationality
and stress on employee absenteeism. The results are discussed and
some future ideas for research are suggested.
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(*) Department of Public Administration, Faculty of the Administrative Sciences, Kuwait
University.
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Microeconomic Convergence and Prospects
for Monetary Integration in the GCC:
An Empirical Inquiry

Ali Diabi*
Mohammed Al Jarrah*

The paper attempts to inquire into the issue of macroeconomic
convergence and the prospects for monetary integration in the GCC in
light of more than one decade of economic cooperation. Convergence is
defined in the paper as the narrowing of the inter-GCC members
macroeconomic differences.

The methodology used in the paper is both analytical and empirical.
Multivariate cointegration and factor analysis are used to find statistical
evidence for convergence.

The empirical findings seem to suggest that, overall, some of the
selected macroeconomic series do not drift too far apart from one another.
It is however, worth noting that the level of macroeconomic convergence
that has been achieved is not adequate, particularly in regard to internal
(fiscal) and externai imbalances and to a certain extent inflation. These
asymmetries, if not kept within bounds, might jeopardize the monetary
union project. So, the GCC members are urged to show willingness for
further cooperation and consistent policy coordination to enhance
economic convergence and thus create the conditions for a successful
transition toward a monetary union.

(*) Department of Economics, College of Business & Economics, King Saud University, El
Qassim.






