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METHODOLOGY OF THE ISLAMIZATION
OF SOCIAL WORK AND
ITS CONTEMPORARY IMPLEMENTATION
A CRITIQUE IN THE LIGHT OF
THE ARABIC/ISLAMIC INTELLECTUAL
HERITAGE

MUKAHTAR AGOUBA*

In the begining of the eighties of this century the social work has been
influenced by the call for the Islamization of the social Sciences.

A number of shcolars in the field of social work have called for quick
measures to be undertaken for the Islamization whether at the level of social
work theories, methodology and tools, or at the level of education and ptactice.

This research is an attempt to reveal the fact that this call for the
Islamization social work was a hasty call, the thing that made them make a
lot of confusions and contradictions between the concepts and also lead to
ambiguous terminology. This made their attempts inconistent with the
Arabic/Islamic Intellectual heritage, On the one hand, and universal
literature on social sciences on the other hand. To avoid such confusion
between the religious scienes and the social sciences, the reseaarcher
recommends to base the call for the Islamization of social work on Arabic/
Islamic methodology and its’ implementations throughout the Islamic
history which reveals the fact that there is major contradiction between the
contemporary social sciences and the Islamic sciences and their
implementations as shown by the Islamic heritage.

This is what the researcher trying to prove through a critique directed
towards the contributions of those who call for the Islamization of social work.

*  Department of social studies, College of Arts, King Saud University.
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The Islamization of Social Work: A Critique in the
Light of the Arabic/lslamic Intellectual heritage

Mukahtar Agouba’

Since the early eighties, some scholars in the field of social work have
called for the Islamization of social work in regard to theories, methodology
and tools, education, and pratice.

The article attempts to show that this call was hasty and resulted in
confusion, contradictions between concepts, and ambiguous terminology.
The problem is seen to result from conflicts between religious science and
social science. As a solution, the author suggests that the Islamization of
social work should instead be based on the Arabic/Islamic intellectual
heritage and its methodology as it has been implemented throughout
history, rather than on religous sciences.



